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Historic Preservation Board
Meeting Date: July 10, 2014
Meeting Time: 5:00 pm

Present: Gloria Brown, Don Geitz, Leslie Traves, Paula Banks, Sandy Davis
{Administrative Assistant), Jonathan Mendel {Community Development Director)

Absent: Laura Parnell

Minutes: The minutes of the June 8, 2014 Historic Preservation Board meeting were
presented for approval. Leslie Traves made a motion to approve the minutes as
submitted. Don Geitz seconded the motion.

Vote:
Brown
Geitz
Traves
Banks
Approved
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1 H14-13 93 Public Square  Medina County Commissioners COA
Jonathan Mendel gave a brief overview of the case. Mr. Mendel stated this is a request
for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the next phase of restoration for the county
courthouse. Mr. Mendel stated the work will be done to the 1960°s addition. Mr. Mendel
stated the building is listed on the National Historic Register and has a prominent location
in the history of the city and the county. Mr. Mendel stated in 2013, the county received
a Certificate of Appropriateness for restoration to the clock tower. Mr. Mendel stated the
next phase is the body of the oldest portion of the building and fagade of the mid-20®
century addition building. Mr. Mendel stated the proposed work consists of updating and
restoring the existing materials including restoration of third floor window dormers,
restoration of the cornice line above and below the louvers, removal of the existing slate
mansard roof to replace underlayment, and installation of new slate with use of existing
slate tiles to the extent feasible.

Mr. Mendel stated brick repairs/replacement to portions of the west, north and south
facades, restoration/replacement work to the second floor cornice, and repair and




restoration to the portico and columns and platform masonry will also be part of the
project.

Mr. Mendel stated the plans have been submitted and accurately depict in detail what
work will be completed on the building.

Mr. Mendel stated the Historic Preservation Board is charged with making sure the
character and renovations are efficient in that the historical features and materials and
craftsmanship are maintained and repaired when possible.

Mr. Mendel stated the scope of work will provide a substantial restoration and
enhancement to the landmark and historically sympathetic portions of the County
courthouse building. Mr. Mendel stated the applicant has proposed to reuse the existing
slate tiles and match the existing colors and patterning. Mr. Mendel stated
broken/damaged brick work is proposed to be repaired as necessary. Mr, Mendel stated
areas of concern are brick and mortar matching throughout the large expanses of the two
story portions of the building. Mr. Mendel stated due to the high quality and execution of
the now complete clock tower restoration, staff believes the proposed work will be
executed with the same level of quality and care. :

Mr. Mendel stated staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Board grant a
Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as proposed.

Present for the case was James Duber, project Architect at Studio Techne, Inc. Mr,
Duber stated he has done extensive research on the building and materials. Mr. Duber
stated it is an extensive project.

Mr. Duber stated they are proposing the replacement of the original flagging on the porch
which was removed at some point and is now falling apart. Mr. Duber stated the County
Commissioners have approved the base bid of the project which does not include this
repair work. Mr. Duber stated it is supposed to be done by the end of the fall or sooner.
Mr. Duber stated the project has several alternates so it has not been determined how
much of the repair will be completed at this time. Mr. Duber stated they would like to
work from the top of the courthouse down. Mr. Duber stated he anticipates doing the
mansard, the dormer windows, the gutter and the cornice.

M. Duber stated the contractor is ready to begin he is just waiting on some paperwork.
Mr. Mendel stated if the board approves the project this evening, he can sign off on the
planning part of the permit which is currently being reviewed.

Mr. Geitz asked how the columns will be repaired. Mr. Duber stated the columns are
original from the 1950’s made of wood. Mr. Duber stated they are structural columns
that are holding up the portico above it. Mr. Duber stated they are thick wood staves that
are shaved and tongue and grooved. Mr. Duber stated the columns are hollow with a
steel rod in the center. Mr. Duber stated the wood columns are holding the portico up
and the steel rods are holding it down. Mr, Duber stated both work together to hold the




portico in place. Mr. Duber stated the bottoms are cast aluminum which are hollow all
the way up to the top where a lid was placed at some point. Mr. Duber stated the inside
of the columns are lined with creosote to preserve them. Mr, Duber stated when the sun
hits the columns, the air pressure within the column drives all the moisture up into the
column and it has no place to go because it has been capped. Mr. Duber stated over time,
the columns have been painted which has built up a layer on the outside along with the
creosote on the inside which together has trapped moisture and cracks the columns.

Mr. Duber stated the columns will have an epoxy repair which was also used on the
tower. Mr. Duber stated it is mixed with either light rebar or mesh. Mr. Duber stated a
consolidant is used to petrify the remaining wood and then it is filled with the epoxy
which is then sanded smooth and painted. Mr. Duber stated the column paint will be
stripped and repainted with a more breathable product so it has capacity to breath. Mr.
Duber stated small venis will be placed on the back side and the top will be opened at the
top by drilling holes and installing a bird’s nest screen and replacing the lid. Mr. Duber
stated this will allow the air to vent into the attic and will go back outside.

M. Duber stated-the base bid and alternates will have one contractor but if the alternates
are put on hold, there may be multiple contractors.

Mr. Duber stated the porch floor must be repaired as well. Mr. Duber stated they are
proposing using gauged bluestone installed like tile with drain boards.

Mr. Duber stated the limestone trim has been pushed out and needs to be reset.

Paula Banks made a motion to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness for County
Courthouse building rehabilitation as proposed.

The motion was seconded by Gloria Brown.

Geitz
Brown
Traves
Parnell
Banks
Approved
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Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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Gloria Bmﬁn, Chairperson




